
Who are we?  
 
Previous research on youth homelessness and home insecurity has used varying 
descriptions and inclusion criteria. This is largely due to the various reasons leading to 
homelessness and the different forms of being homeless. According to some research, 
homeless youth only include youths living on the street whereas others includes youth 
experiencing  any  type  of  housing  insecurity  which  is  defined  as  a  “lack  of  fixed,  regular, 
and adequate nighttime residence”  (Cannuscio,  2011).   
 
The Youth Risk Behavior Survey in Philadelphia included three terms and adjoining 
questions to describe this population: unaccompanied  youth,  homeless  with  family,  “ever  
homeless”  youth. Unaccompanied youth are youths who typically sleep without a parent 
in a place other than their reported  home  (including  a  friend  or  relative’s  house,  shelter  or  
other any public place) (PEC, 2013). Homeless with family are youth who typically sleep 
with  a  parent  at  a  place  not  defined  as  home  (friend  or  relative’s  house,  shelter  or  other  
any public place) (PEC, 2013).  “Ever  homeless”  youth are youths who have ever 
considered themselves to be homeless (PEC, 2013).  
 
Housed youth: Youth who reported that they typically slept at home with their 
parents;	  youth	  who	  responded	  “no”	  to	  the	  question	  of	  having been kicked out, 
having run-away or having been abandoned; and those who responded that they 
had never experienced homelessness. 
 
Unaccompanied youth: youth who reported that they typically slept without a 
parent	  at	  a	  friend’s house,	  at	  a	  relative’s	  house, in a supervised shelter, or in a 
hotel/motel, car, park, campground, or other public place. 
 
Homeless with family: youth who reported that they typically slept with a parent 
at	  a	  friend’s	  house,	  at	  a	  relative’s	  house,	  in	  a	  supervised	  shelter,	  or	  in	  a	  hotel/motel, 
car, park, campground, or other public place. 
 
“Ever	  homeless”	  youth:  youth who have ever considered themselves to be 
homeless 
 
Housing insecure 
Street Youth: youth who live in emergency shelters or on the streets (in alleyways, 
parks, rooftops, etc), temporarily stay with friends or family (a practice known as 
‘couch	  surfing’),	  or	  rent	  apartments	  or	  motel	  rooms.	  (Kulik,	  D.,	  MD,	  2011) 
 
Homeless youth: people	  younger	  than	  25	  years	  of	  age	  who	  are	  “living	  in	  extreme	  
poverty, and whose lives are characterized by the inadequacy of housing, income, 
health care supports and importantly, social supports that we typically deem 
necessary	  for	  the	  successful	  transition	  from	  childhood	  to	  adulthood.”	  (Kulik,	  D.,	  MD,	  
2011) 
 



Run away teens or “runaways”: minors who have left home for 24 hr without their 
parent’s	  or	  guardian’s	  permission and briefly accessed a runaway crisis shelter, had 
contact with their family, and were able to return home to a family situation 
(Slesnick, N., 2013) 
 
Homeless individuals: those who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 
residence; and an individual who has a primary nighttime residence that is (a) a 
supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary 
living accommodations; (b) an institution that provides a temporary residence for 
individuals intended to be institutionalized; or (c) a public or private place not 
designed for, or ordinarily used as, regular sleeping accommodations for human 
beings. (Slesnick, N., 2013) 


