
Overlook and Unaccounted: Homeless Youth in Philadelphia  
In the U.S., over one million homeless youth live on the streets, in shelters or other 
temporary accommodation, some reports have shown higher estimations of nearly 
two million homeless youth (Hossain, 2013; Edidin, 2012).  According to school 
survey research from 2011, 1,168,354 homeless children were enrolled in 
preschools and K-12 programs (Goodyear, 2013). Nationally, this resulted in a 10% 
jump from the previous year and a 72% increase since 2008 (Goodyear, 2013).  
 
The	  increase	  in	  homelessness	  among	  children	  and	  youth	  isn’t	  confined	  to	  one	  
geographic region of the U.S.  In fact, 43 states saw an increase of youth 
homelessness since 2009.  States that had the largest increases based on raw counts 
included New York, California, Texas and Florida. Yet the largest percentage 
increases included primarily Midwestern and Atlantic states: North Dakota (212 
percent), Michigan (42 percent), Wyoming (40 percent), South Dakota (35 percent), 
Maine (58 percent), North Carolina (53 percent) and Vermont (31 percent) 
(Goodyear, 2013). 
 
Between 2009 and 2011, the incidence of youth homelessness in Philadelphia 
doubled, resulting in more than 5,000 children in Philadelphia are homeless (PEC, 
2013, Cannuscio, 2012). At least one out of every 20 high school youths attending a 
School District of Philadelphia are homeless (PEC, 2013). Yet these counts are likely 
underestimates because the counts only include youths who are attending school or 
utilizing an emergency/transitional housing program (PEC, 2013). In addition, this 
population has been difficult to track due to the inconsistencies in defining this 
group and the lack of formal identification of homeless youth.  The inconsistencies 
as well as the lack of data on homeless youths has contributed to the void of 
acknowledging this population among policymakers and decision makers (PEC, 
2013). 
 
Want to know more? Find out how many youths and children lack a place to lay 
their heads in your home state.  

http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/data-comp-0910-1112.pdf

