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Fact Sheet of Philadelphia’s Youth Who Experience Homelessness 

October 2014 
 
Number Homeless youth: 
 

1. One out of twenty youth has experienced homelessness in Philadelphia (source: PEC: Homeless Youth in 

Philadelphia, 2013) 

2. In the school year 2012-2013, the School District of Philadelphia served 5,164 homeless children and youth (PA 

Dept of Education State Evaluation Report, January 2014) 

a. Of this number, 936 were in grades 8 through 12, i.e., typically ages 12 to 18. 

3. According to the most recent Philadelphia housing data, 467 youth ages 12-17 were served by family 

emergency/transitional housing programs (Office of Supportive Housing, City of Philadelphia, 2011).  

 
Youth Homelessness is increasing:  
 

 The percent of youth who reported typically sleeping away from home with a parent more than doubled from 

2009 to 2011. The percent of youth reporting that they typically slept away from home without a parent more 

than tripled in the same timeframe. (source: PEC: Homeless Youth in Philadelphia, 2013) 

 The rate of youth who reported being kicked out, run-away, or abandoned more than doubled from 2009 to 

2011.  

 In 2009, one out of twenty youth reported having been kicked out, run away or abandoned. In 2011, this rate 

had increased to more than one out of ten youth—an increase of more than 1,400 youth. 

Risk Factors:  
 

 Youth who reported having been kicked out, run-away, or been abandoned evidenced higher rates of 

physical safety risks than their peers as findings demonstrated that youth who had been kicked out, run-

away, or been abandoned were over twice as likely as their peers to have carried a weapon or gun, to have 

been threatened, bullied or gotten into a fight at school, to have missed school due to feeling unsafe, and/or 

to have been hit by a significant other or forced to have sex.  

 

o Additionally, youth who had been kicked out, run-away, or been abandoned were disproportionately 

more likely to have been threatened, bullied, and/or have gotten into a fight at school, and they 

were more likely to have been forced to have sex and have been hit by a significant other.  

o Overall, youth who had been kicked out, run-away or been abandoned were more likely than their 

peers to have experienced physical risks.  

o Nearly 12% of youth who had been kicked out, run-away, or who had been abandoned reported 

bringing a gun to school. 
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Compared to housed youth, youth who were homeless with their families were:  

 7.7 times more likely to carry a weapon to school  

 2.7 times more likely to be threatened at school  

 6 times more likely to be forced to have sex  

 2.3 times more likely to carry a weapon  

 2.2 times more likely to be injured in a fight at school  

 1.3 times more likely to miss school due to feeling unsafe  

 1.3 times more likely to have been hit by a significant other 

Compared to housed youth, youth who had been kicked out, run-away, or abandoned were:  

 Twice as likely to report being sad  

 3 times more likely to consider suicide  

 Almost 3 times more likely to attempt suicide  

 Over twice as likely to hurt themselves.  

Compared to housed youth, unaccompanied youth were:  

 Over three times as likely to have had sex  

 Over three times as likely to have sex before age 13  

 68% less likely to use a condom  

 74% less likely to use birth control  

 76% more likely to get pregnant 
 
Solutions:  

1. The needs of these youth cannot be addressed by housing alone (Heinze, 2012). Addressing their needs will 

require a targeted, integrated, youth-centered approach. This approach would involve recognition of the 

unique needs of youth experiencing homelessness and an integration of fragmented services. (PEC: 

Homeless Youth in Philadelphia) 

2. Findings emphasize the importance of implementing interventions that promote and support positive 

youth-parent/adult relationships. (PEC: Homeless Youth in Philadelphia) 

 
 
For more information on this fact sheet, contact People’s Emergency Center at 267-777-5851.  
Media contacts should contact PEC at 267-777-5811tr 


