
October 2013 - November 2014 



Project Description 
journey2home is a socially engaged public art project that illuminates 

the challenges of housing insecurity for youth and engages the Phila-
delphia community in hearing their stories.  

 
The project expands on the suc-
cess of an earlier project, A Place 
to Call Home, which combined 
photo-based qualitative research 
methodologies with public art-
making to help youth share their 
experiences with housing insecu-
rity and homelessness.   
 
 
It is estimated that, today, there 
are more than 5,000 youths suf-
fering from homelessness and 
housing insecurity in Philadelph-
ia. Combining youth workshops, 
monthly events, community out-
reach and a major public art pro-
ject, journey2home works to de- 
stigmatize the pursuit of re-
sources through social integra-
tion; to engage the larger com-

munity via workshops which address the stories and challenges of housing insecurity; 
and finally to attract media attention to providers and young people so, hopefully, we 
can leverage policy pressure and create change. 
 
 
Storefront Hub and Second Friday events, 4119 Lancaster Ave. 
journey2home launched one year ago with the occupation of a storefront on Lancaster 
Avenue. In a traditional, privately-owned commercial space journey2home formulated 
a nontraditional public space. Utilizing the “public faculty”—the social, artistic, and oc-
cupational expertise of artists, participants, and community members—this hub be-
came an uncommonly safe place for youths to explore and eventually share their ex-
periences at Second Friday events. Designed by youths along with Martinez,  
Walinsky, Hersh and collaborators, the events developed a dedicated, engaged audi-
ence for youth stories and conversation. 
 
 
Pop-up gathering space, 42nd Street and Lancaster Avenue 
Across the street from the newly-painted journey2home murals stands a broad, rarely-
used green space. In July, we moved our monthly openings into this space to increase 
visibility. A transformed shipping container with porches and benches constructed by 
Mural Arts Guild Program members was conceptualized by Martinez and Walinsky and 
designed by Ahn Robinson Studio. It creates a transparent space forming a bridge 
from Lancaster’s commercial corridor to the residential neighborhood. 

Journalist  and producer Elisabeth Perez-Luna (of WHYY) at a 
Second Friday event in the storefront. 



How are their stories 
told? 

 
 
In photo elicitation, youth partici-
pants share their stories through 
photographs and interviews. This 
gives participants a self-directed 
platform for sharing their experienc-
es. Over 24 journey2home youth 
have participated in photo elicita-
tion. Interviews are coded for 
themes as data, and are used in a 
variety of art projects driven to-
wards sharing youth stories. 
 
 
Life Stories is a series of portraits 
in photo and text. During the sum-
mer of 2014, four young adults cou-
rageously told Dr. Cannuscio and 
photographer Nema Etebar their life 
stories, sharing the human toll of 
housing insecurity.  
 
 
Art As a Road Map. In this sec-
ond of two audio murals she created for the project, Elisabeth Perez-Luna (of WHYY) 
draws from youth participant interviews and original music. Weaving together threads 
of complicated stories, they offer a glimpse of individuals’ lives through their words. 
 

 
Documentary. Over the 
summer of 2014, filmmaker 
Jon Kaufman documented 
journey2home’s collabora-
tors and participants in 
workshops and events, at 
their jobs on site and inter-
acting with the community. 
Featured here is the story 
of our youth participants as 
they struggle to express 
themselves, make their 
situations visible, create 
community and validate 
their difficulties. 

Storefront Exhibition 

Life Stories by Nema Etebar and Dr. Carolyn  Cannuscio. 

Pop-up gathering space. 



Turning Anger into Gold  
Artist Jared Wood worked with stu-
dents and community members to fold 
thousands of origami paper cranes for 
an art installation. Through the activity 
of folding, participants came together 
to engage with the financial, emotion-
al, and structural barriers young peo-
ple face in finding a safe home, and to 
collectively visualize the vast number 
of youths in Philadelphia experiencing 
housing insecurity. 

Mapping Home 
Young women at Gloria’s Place worked with 
artist Shira Walinsky using photography, 
writing and mapping to explore their past, 
present, and future homes. Through these 
activities women had a chance to reflect and 
create artworks and writings based on their 
journeys around family and home, culminat-
ing in an exhibition of their maps at the 
journey2home storefront hub. 

Summer Container Events 
In collaboration with youth partici-
pants, artist Jared Wood led a se-
ries of public events to creatively 
highlight issues, showcase art-
work, and incubate new ideas. 
Youths, many experiencing em-
ployment for the first time, en-
gaged attendees in conversation 
and a variety of skill-based activi-
ties including screen printing re-
source bags and folding origami 
cranes for an installation dedicated 
to homeless youth. 

Workshops and Artwork 



Life’s Journey 
Lead artist Ernel Martinez conducted a work-
shop series with Attic youth participants over 
eight weeks. Students engaged with the mate-
rials, techniques and concepts of performance 
art, photography and fashion. Finally, youths 
participated in performance installations at the 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts and at 
the storefront. 

Still Searching 
Kicked off by lead artist Shira 
Walinsky, and developed and led 
by playwright Suzana Berger 
and photographer Micheal Koeh-
ler, youths created a site-specific 
performance piece exploring 
home and its challenges. Stu-
dents delved into their own nar-
ratives to create a dramatic inter-
pretation and installation based 
on the photos and interviews 
from Dr. Cannuscio’s photo elici-
tation process. 

Music Workshops 
At Youth Emergency Services, Freedom 
Theatre, Achieving Independence Center, 
and Red Shield, teaching artist Michael 
O’Bryan partnered with Junior Music Execu-
tives and other media organizations to run 
trauma-informed music workshops and dis-
cussions, with the goal of expanding the plat-
form for youth voices in the issue. Partici-
pants learned music creation and production, 
then wrote and recorded original songs in-
spired by Dr. Cannuscio’s interviews with 
youths affected by housing insecurity. The 
workshops reached over 50 youths, and their 
music is featured in Jon Kaufman’s docu-
mentary. 

Workshops and Artwork 

Latasha Billington performs at the storefront. 



Home Safe 

Economic impact 
 
The journey2home project operates on multiple levels to succeed. We work to share youth 
stories with the larger community via art, to attract media attention to our participants and pro-
vider partners, and finally to de-stigmatize the pursuit of resources and to edify youth partici-
pants through a variety of experiences, including job training. 
 
We have committed to directing the project’s 
spending towards the population we are serv-
ing. Through our various programs, initiatives 
and artworks, over ninety individuals have 
been paid by journey2home, and more than 
half of these are youth participants who have 
experienced homelessness or housing insecu-
rity. journey2home has provided regular, 20-40 
hour/week jobs to 26 participants, and an addi-
tional 56 participants have received stipends 
of more than $100. 
 
These individuals have painted murals, attend-
ed workshops, and built porches, bookshelves 
and tables for the pop-up gathering space; 
they’ve made music, created films, MCed 
events, expressed their stories, performed, 
taught, spoken, cleaned, photographed, 
drilled, composed, cut, designed, debated, 
conversed; through all of this, they have had a 
vital impact on a project which could never 
have been the same without their input. 

R-L: Khyan Walker, Janice Smith, Tahir With-
erspoon, and Michael Whittington stand in the pop-up 

gathering space’s storage area which they built. 

Designed jointly by Shira Walinsky and Ernel Maritnez, the Home Safe murals incorporate images, 
words, and concepts drawn from art and stories created by our participants. The abstracted map structure 

comes directly from Walinsky’s workshops at Gloria’s Place.  



PROJECT CONCEPTION AND DEVELOPMENT 
Dr. Carolyn Cannuscio, Shari Hersh, Ernel 

Martinez, Elisabeth Perez-Luna, Shira Walinsky 
 

LEAD ARTISTS 
Ernel Martinez, Shira Walinsky, Jared Wood, 

Michael O’Bryan 
 

AUDIO MURALIST 
Elizabeth Perez-Luna, WHYY 

 
SOUND ENGINEER 

Mike Villers 
 

PROJECT MANAGER 
Shari Hersh 

 
RESEARCH TEAM 

Led by: Dr. Carolyn Cannuscio. Assistance: Eva 
Bugos, Carlie Hanson, Amy Graves, Sarah 

Kounaves 
 

HOUSING ADVOCATES 
Joe Willard, PEC, Liz Hersh, Housing Alliance of 

PA 
 

ASSISTANT ARTISTS 
Stephanie Acevedo, Faris Bey, Latasha Billington, 
Dominique Brisco, Mark Browning, Isiah Hawkins, 
Khalil Hyden, Nile Livingston, Sherrieff McCrae, 

Phantazia Washington, Eddia Wright 
 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Life Stories: Nema Etebar.  

Staff photographer: Steve Weinik. Still Searching: 
Michael Koehler 

 
VIDEOGRAPHERS 

Documentary: Jon Kaufman with Darren Murray 
and Richard Patterson  

Still Searching: Dan King 
 

MUSIC WORKSHOPS 
Led by: Michael O'Bryan, Aisha Winfield, Jim 

Wells, and Harry Wilson. Anwar Marshall, David 
Curbie, Marvin Mack 

 
 

OTHER ARTISTS 
Container design: Ahn Robinson Studio with 

carpenter Janice Smith 
Cloth printing: Ben Volta 

Still Searching workshop led by: Suzana Berger & 
Michael Koehler 

Performance workshops: Classic Reinterpretation, 
Nina Lyrespect, Taji Nahl, Lorne Peart 

 
TEACHING ARTISTS 

YESPhilly: Micheal Koehler, Suny Uy  
E3 West: Jared Wood, Scott Bickmore, Rebecca 

Miller 
The Bridge: Derrick J. Taylor and Samuel 

Rodriguez 
 

YOUTH PARTICIPANTS (115+) from: 
Achieving Independence Center 

A Place to Call Home Alumni 
The Attic 

The Bridge 
E3 West 

Family Service Provider Network 
Freedom Theatre 

People’s Emergency Center 
The Salvation Army Red Shield Family Residence 

YESPhilly 
Youth Emergency Services 

 
MURAL ARTS GUILD 

Led by Janice Smith and Michael Whittington. 
Shysha Alexander, Reginald Bynum, Brandon 
Jones, Robert King, Hason McNeely, Khyan 

Walker, Tahir Witherspoon 
 

EVENT MANAGERS 
Almaz Crowe, Julius Ferraro, Kristin Hankins 

 
SPEAKERS 

Christy Bottie, Dominique Briscoe, Mark 
Browning, Toni Clement, Khalil Hyden, Pedro 

Ortiz, Sherrieff McCrae, Dylisha Murphy, Elisabeth 
Perez-Luna, Steve Smith, Brandon Stokes, Melita 

Thompson, Phantazia Washington, Michael 
Whittington, Mr. Wright 

 
PROPERTY OWNERS 

Alvin A. Bunch Jr., Sheila Bunch 
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